
SUMMER 2010



Open to the Call pg. 4

Face the World, Kid! pg. 16

Putting Sunday Mass First pg. 6

Thank You! pg. 8

How Old was Adam?
   Is Christ Really Present? pg. 18

Around the Province pg. 14

Copyright © 2010 The Messenger is 
published semi-annually and 
is owned and operated by the 

Missionaries of the Holy Family,  
3014 Oregon Ave. 
Saint Louis, MO 63118-1412  
Phone: 314.577.6300 
www.MSF-America.org  

In this issue

 Publisher: Very Rev. Philip Sosa, M.S.F.
 Editor: Mr. Guy Parasch, CFRE
 Designer:  Mr. Bill Herberholt, 
  Graphic Masters
 Printer:  Missionary Oblates  
     of Mary Immaculate
 Photo Subjects: The Coronation of Mary Window 
  St. Wenceslaus Church 
  Saint Louis, Missouri 
  Emil Frei, Inc. Artist 
  Courtesy of Keeven Photography
 Cover Backgrounds: Shutterstock.com
 Inside Front Cover: iStockphoto.com
 Outside Back Cover: iStockphoto.com

Marriage Virtue of the Month Series pg. 2

The Chapel in Mulberry pg. 22

Perpetual Mass Association pg. 27

Find Silence, Find Christ pg. 20



1

Dear Readers,

I do hope that your summer has been 
going well in spite of all that is going 
on in our world. We cannot help but 
think of the celebration of freedom we 
have each July in our country: Indepen-
dence Day. One of those freedoms is the 
freedom of religion. It is a principle that 
supports our freedom as an individual 
or community to manifest our belief in 
teaching, practice, worship and obser-
vance. In living our Christian life with 
integrity, our actions and words are to 
be filled with Christ-like love, goodness 
and a sense of justice. Called as Christ’s 
followers of the day, let us not add to the 
world’s brokenness and hurt, but bring 
it healing and mercy, goodness and not 
evil. Happy 4th of July and God bless 
you!

Sincerely in the Holy Family, I am

Very Reverend Philip Sosa, M.S.F.
Provincial Superior

Apostolate Board
Mr. John Harper 
Dr. Mark Hickman 
Mr. Ed Koeninger, Jr. 
Mr. Walter Lukaszek 
Mrs. Gracie Mirabal Martinez 
Mr. Robert Mirabal, Jr. 
Mr. Monty Parker 
Dr. Terri Quebedeaux

Advisors
Mr. Martie Aboussie 
Mr. Harry Fabick 
Mr. Tom Kutis, III

Provincial Government

Very Rev. Philip Sosa, M.S.F. 
Provincial Superior
Rev. Andrea Spatafora, M.S.F. 
Vicar
Rev. James E. Wuerth, M.S.F. 
Second Assistant
Rev. David P. Tonary, M.S.F. 
Third Assistant

Very Rev. Philip Sosa, M.S.F. ___________________________

Provincial.................................Perspective 
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Couples, like individuals, acquire 
virtues through the repetition of par-
ticular practices and behaviors. They 
make the virtue their own by freely 
choosing to act in certain ways, 
every day.
Over the past several years, as chair-
man of the Bishops’ Committee on 
Marriage and Family Life, I’ve had 
the privilege of listening to many 
couples reflect on their marriage. 
Repeatedly, I’ve been struck by how 
many speak of their sense of helping 
each other to heaven. They instinc-
tively grasp St. Paul’s call to “a still 
more excellent way” in which their 
married love, which is God’s power 
alive within them, leads them to 
heaven.

As Christians, we understand this 
call to growth as a call to a holy, 
or virtuous, marriage. “Virtue” may 
sound like an old-fashioned word, 
but it lies at the heart of spirituality. 
A virtue is a stable part of one’s char-
acter that allows a person to perform 
good acts and to give his or her best 
(Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
no. 1803).
Couples, like individuals, acquire 
virtues through the repetition of par-
ticular practices and behaviors. They 
make the virtue their own by freely 
choosing to act in certain ways, 
every day. The question posed in our 
radio and TV spots, “What have you 
done for your marriage today?” is 
really an invitation to grow in virtue 

The Missionaries of the Holy 
Family Website has Daily Marriage 

Tips that are provided by 
“For Your Marriage.org” 

Here are some samples....

June 14
Are you in a “mixed marriage?” This 
term has been used for religious mixed 
marriages but it could mean mixed 
races, classes, ethnicities, or even tech-
nology (PC vs Mac.) How have your 
differences enriched your marriage? 

June 15
One advantage of marriage.. is that when 
you fall out of love with each other, it 
keeps you together until maybe you fall 
in love again.” (Judith Viorst) What stirs 
you back to your love when it becomes 
routine?

For Every Marriage
Virtue of the Month

Introduction to the “Marital Virtue of the Month” Series 
By Archbishop Joseph Kurtz

Holy  F A M I ly  l I F E 



3

through a gentle word, a generous 
deed or an act of self-sacrifice.
No one brings all the necessary vir-
tues into a marriage, and the virtues 
that spouses do bring need to be 
developed. So marriage is a “school 
for virtue,” in which spouses learn 
such virtues as forgiveness, kind-
ness, and humility. It’s the work of a 
lifetime.
A holy marriage, one that is a com-
munion of persons and a sign of 
God’s love, is made up of many 
virtues. In this series, we’ll look 
at several virtues that characterize 
a holy and happy marriage. Each 
article will consider how the virtue 

For more stories on marriage and 
sound advice from a Catholic perspective go to

www.foryourmarriage.org

can be practiced in marriage and 
offer one or two questions for reflec-
tion. I hope that couples will be able 
to set aside time each month to read 
and prayerfully discuss these articles.
Love, of course, is the more excel-
lent way that includes all the virtues. 
As a couple grows in virtue they 
also grow in love. Hand in hand 
they walk the journey to holiness. I 
pray that you may persevere in this 
journey, knowing the love of God, 
the encouragement of the Church, 
and the support of the many couples 
who are walking this journey with 
you.   
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I recently went to a Missionaries of 
the Holy Family vocational retreat for 
Altar Servers on April 10, 2010 in New 
Braunfels, Texas. It 
was led by Fr. Mario 
Galindo, M.S.F. who 
gave the first talk 
about the duties we 
have in life now and 
later on in the life 
we choose. Fr. Mario 
explained the three 
general vocational 
paths in life, namely 
the single life, mar-
ried life and the reli-
gious life. To really 
know what God has planned for us he 
said that we must discern the calling 
we have by prayer and silence. He also 
talked about how we must not be wor-
ried because the Holy Spirit will guide 
us by giving us wisdom and strength.  
Father reminded us that God does not 
make “masses” He makes individuals.

The next speaker at the retreat was 
a seminarian, Jason Martini, from the 
Assumption Seminary. Jason was an altar 
server as a boy and this helped him 
awaken his calling to the priesthood. It 
was good to know that God can give you 
graces from being an altar server. And 

these graces can help you realize what 
God is calling you to do. Jason’s story 
shows that a vocation calling can come 

at an early age.

The last person to 
speak at the retreat 
was Bishop Cantu. 
The Bishop spoke 
to us about how 
each of us is called 
to become saints in 
whatever vocation 
we choose. He also 
told us about an 
accident in his youth 
that helped guide 
him into his reli-

gious vocation. The Bishop told us that 
although we are called to be saints, it 
does not mean being sad and downcast 
but to be happy and joyful in what God 
calls each of us to.

Being a priest in today’s world is not 
encouraged very much as it is mostly 
frowned upon by the society we live in.  
If we had no priests, who would bring 
Christ’s forgiveness in confession and 
who would bring us the Holy Eucharist?  
I do not fully realize my vocation, but 
we all must consider if we are called to 
become a Priest, brother or sister as these 
are very special callings from God. 

open to the Call
By luke D. Jasek 

St. James Catholic Church, Seguin TX 
J.M.J.

yo U T H F U l  o U T l o o K 
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Be a gentle inspiration.  Consider making a Vocation Nomination: 
Copy or cut and mail the completed form to

Vocations 
Missionaries of the Holy Family 
3014 Oregon Avenue 
Saint Louis, MO 63118]

luke (2nd from right) is 14 years old and lives near Seguin, Texas with his Dad, Matthew; 
Mom, Susan; older brother, Jacob; and younger sister, Sarah. He has been home schooled 
along with his brother and sister since Kindergarten. He will attend John Paul II Catholic 
High School in Schertz as a freshman in the fall. luke is a member of the St. James 
Catholic Church where he enjoys being an altar server. He has also served many Fridays 
at the MSF our lady of Guadalupe parish as well. He enjoys nature, yard work, and 
taking care of his pets which include a cat, puppy, fish and homing pigeons. luke also 
enjoys visiting and helping his grandparents as well as spending time with his friends.  
luke belongs to a young men’s group, St. Michael’s Squadron, in which he participates 
in daily private prayer time, weekly meetings and monthly retreats. Although he is not 
exactly sure what his future plans are luke is interested in science and his Catholic faith.
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Just a week after the 
awful earthquake in Haiti 
last January, I was able to 
visit that suffering island. 
I was especially eager to 
meet our 300 Catholic 
Relief Services staff 
members who continue 
the 60-year presence 
of CRS in that impov-
erished country. As you 
can imagine, they were 
exhausted, emotionally 
drained, mourning the 
huge losses and on the brink of discour-
agement. My visit with them was moving.

As I got ready to leave them that Saturday 
afternoon, I asked if there were anything 
else I could do for them. A young woman 
raised her hand. I expected her to ask for 
more medicine, tents, drinking water, food 
and workers. Perhaps, I thought, she would 
beg me to “get the message out” here at 
home about the agony of Haiti.

Instead, all she asked 
was, “Can a priest say 
Mass for us tomorrow, 
on Sunday?”

Can you imagine? What 
a tremendous inspiration 
she was! In the midst of all the horror, from 
out of her exhaustion and helplessness, she 
simply wanted Sunday Mass!

Think about it: she realistically knew that, 

without the grace of the 
Eucharist, without God’s 
help, she would be use-
less. All over Port-au-
Prince she was seeing 
the dying of Jesus on 
the cross. She knew she 
needed the Mass — the 
renewal of the dying 
and rising of Jesus — 
more than ever!

By now you know I’m 
“hung up” on Sunday 
Mass. To be sure, we’ve 

got problems galore in the Church. You 
don’t need me to enumerate them — just 
turn on the TV or buy a newspaper.

We won’t be able to do anything about 
them if we do not put first things first. 
“Seek first the Kingdom of God…” as Jesus 
exhorted us.

That means, on the first day of the week, 
the day of His Resurrection, we long for the 

same grace that 
tearful CRS work-
er in Haiti desired: 
Sunday Mass.

Those many of 
you who are faith-
ful to Sunday, and 

even weekday Mass know that during this 
glorious Easter season we often have our 
readings from episodes in the Gospel when 
Jesus, just risen from the dead, visits with 

Putting Sunday Mass First
By Archbishop Timothy M. Dolan

APo S To l AT E  U P  C l o S E

In the midst of all the horror, 
from out of her exhaustion 

and helplessness, she simply 
wanted Sunday Mass!
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His disciples, and also from the Acts of the 
Apostles recounting the earliest days of the 
Church.

Notice (like Sunday, April 18’s Gospel) that 
Jesus very often appears to His friends at a 
meal. He eats with them! He breaks bread 
with them!

Guess what? That’s the Eucharist! Jesus was 
doing again what He had done on the night 
before He died, Holy Thursday, at His Last 
Supper.

Recall that, in the early Church, what dis-
tinguished the first followers of Jesus was 

that they faithfully came together every 
Sunday to pray, hear His word and “break 
bread.”

There it is again! Sunday Mass!

People ask me all the time, “What’s the 
major problem in the Church today?”

They’re hoping for a juicy answer. They’re 
disappointed when I reply, “Two-thirds of 

our Catholic people no longer attend Mass 
every Sunday.”

Not long ago, the board of trustees of 
The Catholic University of America in 
Washington, D.C., of which I am a mem-

ber, heard a young priest from China share 
his appreciation for the chance to have 
studied at the university. He had finished 
his doctorate and was eager to get back 
home to China.

Mind you, things for the Church in China 
are far from rosy. “Where will you live?” we 
asked the young priest.

“I don’t know,” he replied.

“Does your bishop have an assignment for 
you?” we inquired.

“My bishop is in jail,” he somberly 
responded.

“So what will you do?” we wondered 
aloud.

“I will offer Mass,” the young Chinese priest 
smilingly replied. “I will visit villages and 

celebrate Mass in barns, around kitchen 
tables, in garages, in fields and the people 
will come. They will risk harassment and 
arrest, but they will come. They will come 
to Mass because they realize it makes them 
Catholic, it sustains and strengthens them. 
They will come to Mass…”

And we don’t…

See you at Mass!  

…in the early Church, ...they 
faithfully came together every 
Sunday to pray, hear His word 

and “break bread.”

“Two-thirds of our Catholic 
people no longer attend Mass 

every Sunday.”

“I will ...celebrate Mass in 
barns, around kitchen tables, 
in garages, in fields and the 

people will come.

Reprinted with Permission 
- Archdiocese of New York. 

Photo courtesy of Archdiocese 
of New York www.archny.org

Donations for Haiti through 
Catholic Relief Service can be made at 

www.catholicrelief.org
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Holy Family Circle Patriarchs

Harry & Judy Fabick

Holy Family Circle Disciple

Mark & Elsa Hickman

TH A n K  yo U

We, the priests and brothers of the Missionaries of the Holy Family, 
extend our deep gratitude to all our supporters.

You are remembered in our prayers.

         Members of the Family Forever Society have remembered the 
Missionaries of the Holy Family with a Legacy Gift, typically a Bequest or Trust. 
This Legacy Gift is a way Benefactors make a difference that reaches into the future 
beyond their years. Benefactors sometimes share in advance about their estate plans 
through a letter (Living Members). In other situations a Legacy Gift first becomes 
known after one’s passing (Eternal Members).

+Syl & +Dorothy Brouk
+Alfreida Casartelli
+William Dunaway

+Reverend George J. Griffin

Mary J. Burns
Russell Byington

Kevin J. & Sara Carlin
Rosemary Dunaway

Ricardo & Anna R. Gonzales
Jerome & Audrey Hennek

Bernice Huebner
Tom & Mary Moran

Family Forever Society

Eternal Members:
    

living Members:
    

Where there is a Will…there is a Way to Make a Difference

 Holy Family Circle Members are persons, families and 
organizations who strongly believe in the Apostolates of the Holy Family 

priests and brothers.  Holy Family Circle members graciously share in advance the 
joyful level of gifts they intend for the coming year. This steady and recurring finan-
cial support both sustains and helps expand the Holy Family Apostolates.

Patriarch/Matriarch .................$10,000+ 
Apostle .......................................$7,200+ 
Disciple ......................................$3,600+

Companion ................................$1,200+ 
Samaritan ......................................$600+ 
Associate ..............................up to $599

Holy Family Circle

Intended gifts over 12 months

Holy Family Circle continues on the next page

Family 
Forever

Society
Missionaries of the Holy Family
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Holy Family Circle Companions

Holy Family Circle Samaritans

Holy Family Circle Associates

Additional patron lists continue on the next page

Martie & LeEllen Aboussie
Jose V. Espinoza

Joe & Elida Guzman
Charles & Tracy Hooker

Jim King Motors

Kirk Koechner
Tom & Diane Kutis III

Thomas F. Kutis IV
Walter & Tina Lukaszek

Francisco Rangel, Sr.

Alfredo & Eva Adame
Kevin J. & Sara Carlin

James & Jo Carroll
Pedro (Pete) & Anna Cedillo

Russell F. & Laura Deddo
Don & Rosemary Gavin

John & Marcella Hopkins

Stephen Lukaszek
Guy & Julie Parasch

Ray & Roy Motor Sales
Pedro (Peter) & Colleen Rivas

Jim Van Rosendael
Mary Ann Walsh

Carolyn Vergree Alderson
Matilde C. Alvarez

Jorge & Patricia Avila
Robert & Isabelita Barnhart

Harry & Jeanne Behal
Ron & Mary Boser

Cornelio Cano
Florencio & Nora Castillo

Darcy & Mary Chaffin
Helen Chan

Epimenio & Eva Chavez
George & Adelyn Cline, Jr.

Jerry & Barbara Dosh
Joanne Pansini Dunn

Anthony & Joan Duron
Elaine Edwards

Margaret Eggerman
Juan L. & Ramona Espinosa

Mary Ellen Flores
Rosa Flores
John Ford

Joe & Connie Frias
Mary Guerra

Carmen Guerrero
Daniel & Celia Herrera

Matthew & Barbara Kellner
George & Ann Kerry

Maynard Kolb
Mary Jane Kubik
Jennie Landvatter

Jose & Minnie Martinez
Tom & Mary Moran

Rolando & Alva Muniz
Harry & Cathy O’Brien Jr.

Mary Obriotti
Robert O’Neal
Juanita Ovalle

Paul & June Overbeck
Tomas & Estella Partida

Carmelita Pelch
Marina Quintanilla

Tony & Bertha Renteria
Jose & Maria Rivera

Barry & Rosalinda Robinson
Marvin & Barbara Rothweil

Marie Rundle
Gilberto & Maria Saenz

William Smith, Sr.
Mrs. Anna M. Solis

Julio & Maggie Soliz
Jose Juan Soto
Donald Sparks

St. Mathias Cnsl Cath. Women
Tommy & Ana Thompson

Erma Wood
Joe Paul & Maria Wuerth

William Wuerth
William A. Zib
Marcy Zuniga
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         Keystone Supporters have generously supported the Apostolates of the Holy 
Family Priests and Brothers with gifts totaling $300 or more over the past three years. 
This significant amount of support is key to expanding the Holy Family Apostolates. 
(Eligible Holy Family Circle Members are not repeated in this list).

Keystone Supporters

Keystone Supporters who become Holy Family Circle Members in 2010 will have their gifts  
matched (doubled) by a generous donor. Contact the Mission Advancement Office at (314)577-6300.

Oscar and +Connie Adame
Anonymous (3)

Tomas and Paula Asencion
Dr. Celestino and Aurora Avila

Alice Bertolotti
Robert and Vicky Boros

+Albert R. and Sally Bowman
Tom and Patricia Brennan

Terry and Mary Burns
Jerry D. Camp

Carlos Canales, M.D.
Joseph and Mary Clarkson

Nina Cook
Robert and Jeanne Criswell

+Joe and Mary Cruz
Celia De La Cruz
Natalio De Leon

Frank and Marilyn Dohr
Eloy Lopez Concrete, Inc.
Herbert and Eleanor Ennis
Reverend John Flanagan

Silvestra (Beth) Flores
Joan Gettemeyer

Ervin Grassi Private Foundation
John and Janice Harper

Louise Havel
Manuel and Esther Hernandez, Jr.

Holy Family Church, New Braunfels, TX
Bernard Huger

Juan and Margaret Hurtado
Gerard Jekel
Jean Jennings

Paul and Sue Jolly
Warren and Linda Kelly

Jerome Kirstein
Knights of Columbus - Council #7038

David and Linda Lake
Little Sisters of the Poor
Eloy and Cynthia Lopez

Everett and +Catherine Ludwig

Chris and Patty McDermott
Ron and Joyce McKiernan

Paul J. McKillop
Darrell Melancon

Deacon George Miller
Eugene and Geraldine Mottino

National Religious Retirement Office
Felicita Nava

Our Lady of Guadalupe Church. Seguin, TX
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, New Braunfels, TX

Agueda A. Oviedo
Roberto and Leonor Pardo

Louis and Estela Peralta
Ruben and Dolores Perez
Harry and Sherry Peters

+Frank C. and Rosemary Pichler, Sr.
Agnes T. Piontek

James and Crystal Reyes
Rosemary Rivituso

Angel Noe and Maria Rosales
Clemens and +Betty Ruemker

Robert and Laura Salinas
Lilia Segovia

St. Cecilia Church. Los Fresnos, TX
St. Joachim Church, Cadet, Mo
St. Joseph Church Family Group

St. Joseph Church, Corpus Christi, TX
St. Joseph Church, Donna, TX

St. Joseph Eucharistic Ministers. Donna
St. Joseph Chapel - Redwood, TX

St. Martin de Porres Church, Ottawa
St. Mathias Church, Fort Ripley

St. Wenceslaus Parish, St. Louis, Mo
Don and Patsy Sterbenz

Elsie Wasser
M. Carlan Wolf

Maurilio and Thipwanee Yanez, Jr.
Barbara Zielinski

Dr. Conrad Zoeller
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                 Cornerstone Supporters have provided annual support to the Missionaries 
of the Holy Family with a gift of any amount in each of the past three consecutive 
years.  This foundational financial support is important in sustaining the Holy Family 
Apostolates (Eligible Holy Family Circle Members and Keystone Supporters are not 
repeated in this list).

Cornerstone Supporters

New patron list shown on the next page

Cornerstone Supporters who become Holy Family Circle Members in 2010 will have their gifts  
matched (doubled) by a generous donor. Contact the Mission Advancement Office at (314)577-6300.

Allen L. Abernathy
Reverend Edwin Albers

Archdiocese of Milwaukee
John & Marilyn Aschenbrenner

+Roy & Irene Avila
Jorge & Patricia Avila

Delia G. Ayala
Reverend Charles Barthel

Wilbur & Marlene Benzschawel
Tim & Joan Besmer

Joseph P. & Frances J. Bevilacqua
Robert Blankmann
Jim & Pat Boland

Maria Z. Bustamante
Sister M. Christopher

(John) Pat & +Kathy Coughlin
John & Katrina Rae Daughen-

baugh
Robert A. & Louise Dorn
Dennis & Mary Dowling

John & Mary Duffy
Ernesto & Felipa Escobedo

Agnes Faller
Rocco & Ruth Fasano

Jacob & Joan Fiala
Mary Gajdosik

Melchor & Thomasa Galvan
Samuel & Cristina Garcia
Richard & Norma Garza

Ed & Karen Glisky
Jose L. & Mary Gomez
Rosa Maria Gonzalez

Rosie Gonzalez
Rene & Mary Alice Gorena

Sister Laura Gruber
Guadalupana Society

Ofelia R. Guerra
(Jose) Santos & Ester Guerrero
Santiago & Grace Guerrero
Archie & Caroline Heimer

William & Dorothy Herberholt
Leo & Mary Anne Hertling
Sister Jeanne Hope C.S.J.
Alex & Kathleen Hughes
Bill & Elizabeth Karras

Charles & Mary Kaufman
Rita Kaysbier

Richard Kilburg
Arnold & Darlene Kneisl

Ed & Carolyn Koeninger Jr.
Rose Marie Lauterwasser
Patrick & Janice Lohmar

Alejandro & Veronica Lozano
Eliza Quintanilla Lozano

Claire Madden
James & Mary Martin

Edward & Rachel Martinez
Elda Martinez

Virginia L. McDermott
Antonia Medellin

Aubin & Dora R. Menchaca
Miguel & Maria Mendoza

Estelita (Ellie) Miller
Juan Antonio & Felipa Montoya

Pablo Z. & Tomasa Mora
Gus & Pat Moreno

Jose & Maria Moroles
Esiquiel & Emma Mungia

Chauncey & Beverly Myers
John A. & Patricia Neely
Heriberto & Maria Nieto

Maria Refugia (Kookie) Nino
Deacon Eduardo & Celia Ovalle

Guy & Marie Parasch
John L. & Joyce Patrick
Felipe & Frances Pena

Josefina Perez
Ernest & Ellie Pett, Sr.

Armando & Mary Quintanilla
Arturo & Minerva Quintanilla

Natividad & Rosie Regalado, Jr.
Charles & Evelyn Reichert
Geronimo & Maria Reyes
Sisto & Mary Lou Reyes, Jr.

Socorro Reyes
Abel & Viola Reyna
Jesse G. Rodriguez

Mike & Nancy Rolfes
James & Janice Ross

Leonila Ruiz
Robert & Lois Ryan

Elizardo & Paulina Samaniego
Frances Sambrano

Antonio Abel Sanchez
Shawn B. Saunders

Walter & Shirley Schallom, Sr.
Roy Schmerber

Theodore Schwartz
Dorothy Senseney

Lucia B. Silva
Doug & Lucy Smith

John M. (Jack) & +Margaret Soltis
Rosa E. Soria

Joseph & Kathy Styer
Terry & Linda Tennant

Louis & Guadalupe Valadez, Jr.
Leroy & Bernice Van Booven

Vito Vitale
Ardelle Wentworth

Theresa Wesloh
Harriet R. West

LeRoy & Norma Westemeier
Leon & Betsy Wiley

Elmer & Geraldine Williams
Katherine Wisener

Eugene Wnuk
Robert & Nancy Wuerth

Celina Yanez
Angelina Zamora

Edward & Helen Zercher
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Since January of 2009, the Missionaries of the Holy Family have been blessed with over 400 
new supporters. Thank you for your initial gift(s) to support our Apostolates.

new Supporters

Elizabeth Abraham
Suzanne Abraham

Michael & Cordy Adame
Carol Ann Adkins

Regina Adonis
Agnes Furniture Co.

Alberto & Sonia Aguilar
Bart Albers

Eleanor Alcaro
Carolyn Vergree Alderson
Juan & Maria Alonzo, Jr.

Richard & Mary Paulette Alquist
(Gerardo) Jerry  & Gloria Alvarez

Jacinto & Eloia Alvarez
Fernando & Nellie Ancer

Mary Jo Andes
Joseph Vito Arabia

Rosie Arevalo
Anna Maria Arroyo

Sr. Denise Marie Atkins
Levert & Audrey Avery

Michele Bailey
Christine Anne Balaty

Rodolfo & Mary Ann Balboa
LCDR (Ret) Lee J. & Regina Barker

James H. & Sharon Barrett
R.M. & Michele Bateman
Daniel & Anita Beckerle

Juan & Rebecca Martinez Belmares
Cecelia A. Benda
Patricia Bender

Richard & Bonnie Bennett
Ron P Bermudez

Frederick Ray Berretta
Francis A Bertolini
Ann Prather Bisese

Ronald & Patricia Blaine
Sandra Marie Borden

Sister Felician Borgmeyer, CCVI
Nellie Bowar

Sara L. Boyette
Bob & Carol Brainerd

Lila Brennan
Tom & Patricia Brennan

Dee Anne Bryll
Cara Buskmiller

Jose & Angela Bustamante
Teresa Caldwell

David & Patricia Camarda
Edmund & Rebecca Campos

Carlos & Mary Cantu
Nettie Cardenas

Nicolas & Oralia (Laly) Cardenas
Consuelo Cardona

Kevin J. & Sara Carlin
Lawrence & Anna Carlson

Pedro & Eulalia Hinojosa Carrizales
Ramon & Maria Rodriguez Carrizales

Andrew B. Cases
Lupe Castaneda

Apolonia H. Castilleja
Jose L. & Magdalena Castilleja

Jose M. Castilleja
Isabel Castillo

Catholic Daughters of the Americas
Daniel & Emily Caughey
Juan & Margarita Cavazos

Allan Cepe
Ana Celia Cerda
Richmond Chan

Eladio & Marili Chatto
Christian Mothers St. Mathias Church

Maria A. Cipriaso
Laurence & Frances Cloutier

Coachella Valley Pathology Assoc.
Evelyn Coffman

Jim Condon
Ester Cook

Arturo & Paula Cordova
Luis & Edna Corona

Robert & Estela Cortez
Fred Crank

Walter & Constance Crenshaw, Jr.
Martha Cusick

Joann Dabrowski
Terry Dabrowski
Herlinda Davila

Jilberto & Juanita de los Santos
Michael Denja

Joseph Doro DeSousa
Kristin Detloff

Mary Ann Dever
Natalie N. Dickins

Michael Dillard
Philip Diller

Divine Mercy Prayer Group
Anthony & Shanta D’Lima

Mary Louise Doetsch
Kevin & Nancy Donnay

Jerry & Barbara Dosh
Karen Druffel

Melanie L. Duncan
Joanne Pansini Dunn

John & Gracie Morales Dunn
Gilbert & Diamantina Dutchover

Joan Eggen
LuAnn Eifert

Dr. & Mrs. Richard Ellenbecker
Meaghan M. Ellis

David Emrich
Jeanette Erbes
Julie Erickson

Manuela A. Espana
Ray Etrych

Lennie & Adele Falkowski
Beverly Fallon

Thomas & Karen Ferris
Esther Figueroa

J. Donovann & Elsa Ann Fite
Dave Flavan

Don & Delores Fleege
Louis & Maria Flores, Jr.

Paul & Cindy Flores
Joseph J. Frankovich

Pat A Frasca
Chester & Juanita Freeman, Jr.
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Chapter members  
listen to ministries’ 

report from a member.

Members voting to 
accept a financial report.
(below & below right

 

  Fr. Phil Sosa is re-elected to a second term as 
Provincial. Shown on left is Fr. Itacir Brassiani the Vicar 
for the General Government in Rome, then the new 
Provincial Government for the North American Province 
includes (L to R); Fr. David Tonary – Third Assistant, 
Fr. Jim Wuerth – Second Assistant, Fr. Phil Sosa- 
Provincial Superior, and Fr. Andrea Spatafora – Vicar.

The ballots voting for the Provincial are 
counted by the ‘Scrutineers’ of the Chapter. 
The Scrutineers for a meeting are the oldest 

and the youngest members present -  
Fr. Simon Brzozowski (86) and 

Fr. Andrea Spatafora (52) 

The Province now has 4 International Priests  
(L to R) Fr. Francois Rakotovoavy (Madagascar), 
Fr. Eka Yuantoro (Indonesia), Fr. Tomasz Grabara 

(Poland), Fr. Phil Sosa – Provincial, 
Fr. Itacir Brassiani – Vicar General Government, 

Fr. Feddy Himawan (Indonesia)

ARoUnD THE PRoVInCE
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“yes, you can’t protect them forever. 
Yes, that is a real world out there. And 
yes, they do have to learn to deal with 
life. What does any of this have to do 
with raising your children at your pace 
and not the world’s? 

What you are hearing 
makes my top ten list of 
nonsense notions assault-
ing good parents today. 
Mindlessly repeated by 
so many so often, these 
notions have assumed the 
illusion of child-rearing 
truth. They are “correct” 
just because everybody is 
saying they are. 

Let’s go back a couple of generations 
when it was considered intrusive and 
impolite for people to give you their 
unasked-for opinions about your par-
enting. Protecting kids – socially, mor-
ally and emotionally – was considered 
a very good thing. Indeed, a prime 
duty of grown-ups was to shield chil-
dren from the ugly and immoral stuff of 
life while morality was being formed. 

Keeping kids innocent was a worthy 
goal, a sign of responsible and wise 
parenting. Soon enough a youngster 
would face what was out there beyond 
childhood. 

In the last generation or two, we’ve 
taken a step backward toward “enlight-
enment.” It is now more psychologi-
cally savvy to help kids deal with 
seamy reality as it assails them. In 
fact, if you put this off too long, when 
the child finally does confront the 
“real world,” whatever that means, 
he will be shell-shocked emotionally 
and morally. He’ll be overwhelmed 
or seduced by evil or crushed into 

Face the World, Kid!
Contributed by Dr. Ray Guarendi

Dear Dr. Ray, 
I try hard to keep my kids innocent and to raise them 

more slowly than their peers. Regularly I hear, “You can’t 
protect them forever. That’s a real world out there. 

They have to learn to deal with life.” 
– Cautious Mom

PA R E n T S  T I M E  o U T 
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despair. His very innocence will be his 
undoing. 

I have some questions regarding this 
“real kids know the real world” asser-
tion. Who is better able to navigate 
the temptations and challenges of life, 
a mature child or an immature child? 
Who is more able to cope with life’s 
ugliness, a moral eight-year-old or a 
moral eighteen-year-old? 

The opposite of innocence is not matu-
rity; it is worldliness. And worldliness 
does not equip a child to cope with the 
world. It just makes him more likely to 
be comfortable with it. 

Most parents accused of being over-
protective are not “babying” their chil-
dren emotionally, nor are they running 
ahead of their kids, bulldozing all of 
life’s obstacles and frustrations out of 
the way. Their protectiveness is morally 
driven. They want to shield their kids 
from situations and people who could 
overwhelm their judgment or their 
young consciences. A good parent’s 
supervision, caution and vigilance are 
healthy and wise. 

Only when it’s too late do many par-
ents realize that they weren’t protec-

tive enough. Over and over again my 
experience with families has taught 
me a real life truth: far more children 
have trouble as adults not because they 
grew up slowly but because they saw 
and learned too much too early. 

So stand strong, Mom. Give social 
freedom later than the peer group gets 
it. Protect innocence. Lay a strong 
moral base before you let the world 
assault it. Your “overprotectiveness” 
will be rewarded by real life. 

Good Discipline, Great Teens; 
Pages 150-151 Copyright © 2007, 
Ray Guarendi Servant Books   

                        Dr. Ray Guarendi
The father of ten, a psychologist, a 
popular Catholic radio personality and 
guest speaker offering parenting advice 
in concert with Catholic values. More 
information about Dr. Ray’s books and 
tapes can be found on the internet at 
www.DrRay.com
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Q: Dear Father, How long did people in Genesis really live? After read-
ing the Book of Genesis I wondered about the accounts given of the ages of 
the people and question if they are to be taken literally or symbolically since 
people live into the hundreds. 

Ask Father John 
By Rev. John Carl lombardi, M.S.F.

A: To answer your question about the lifes-
pan of the people in Genesis it is important 
to divide the ages of the people in the first 
book of the Bible into two separate time 
frames — one of prehistory that ends with 
Babel and the other of history that begins 
with Abraham. 

In the time before prehistory and the Great 
Flood, longevity should be seen in context 
of such ancient traditions of the Babylonians 
and the Sumerian primeval kings, where 
they lived to great ages ranging from 18,000 
years to 43,200 years. Let us not forget that 
the Jews were greatly influenced by these 
people and borrowed many concepts from 
them, including the attachment of longev-
ity to the lives of those who commended 
respect. The Jews, nevertheless, always 
remained monotheistic. 

Look at Adam, who lived 930 years. We 
can surmise from what was stated above 
that they attached a lengthy age to him 
because of his position as the first man. 

And Enoch lived precisely 365 years, the 
same number as that of the days in a solar 
year. Methuselah’s 969 years were meant as 
shorter units such as months. 

According to the Bible, Methuselah died 
just before the Flood. Except for Noah, the 
prehistoric period had run its course. 

The Patriarchs, Joseph, Moses and Joshua, 
all lived past the century mark; thereafter, 
however, men have only the “normal” lifes-
pan. In the biblical view, man’s longevity 
is limited severely at some stage between 
prehistory and history. 

In Genesis 5:3 we see that 120 years will 
become the ideal life span (Moses lived 
120 years), while the expected age of man 
is reduced to 70. “The days of our years 
are threescore years and 10. (Psalm 90)” 
One hundred twenty is the multiple of 
1x2x3x4x5 and reflects the biblical predi-
lection for number symbolism. 

I believe that keeping in mind the periods 
of prehistory and that of history will help 
us put into perspective the lifespan of 
these people. Let us remember the Bible, 
although it contains some history, is not a 
history book.

DE A R  F AT H E R 

Father lombardi, a priest of the 
Missionaries of the Holy Family, 

lives at the little Sisters of the Poor in 
Saint louis, Missouri.
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Q: Dear Father, From time to time I hear some of my family, relatives 
and friends who are “cradle Catholics” saying that they are not sure that 
Jesus is really present in the Eucharist when they receive Communion. 
Can you help me explain to them this truth about Christ’s presence in the 
Eucharist?

A: It is not unusual in our day and age to 
hear of Catholics who no longer believe in 
the Real Presence. Some Catholics have 
bought into the 18th-century philosophy 
called “The Age of Enlightenment,” which 
holds that the most reliable guide to knowl-
edge was not faith but human reason.

Let us go back to the 8th century A.D., 
when, in Lanciano, Italy, the first and great-
est Eucharistic Miracle of the Catholic 
Church took place. A Basilian monk, while 
celebrating Mass, doubted whether the 
Body of our Lord was truly present in 
the consecrated Host and saw it change 
into flesh, while the liquid in the chalice 
became clots of blood. This treasure was 
carefully guarded by monks until 1970-71 
when Church authorities gave a team of 
scientists (Professors Odoardo Linoli and 
Ruggero Bertelli) permission to study the 
substances.

After taking samples and putting them 
through a variety of tests, the scientific team 
concluded that the flesh was really human 
flesh and the clots were human blood. They 
found no trace of any preservative, yet the 
flesh and blood were just as fresh then as 
they were 13 centuries earlier. What is even 
more interesting is that the flesh and blood 
have the same blood-type: AB (a blood-
type identical to that which Baima Bollone 
uncovered in the Holy Shroud of Turin).

Miracles such as this are few and rare so 
most of us accept the Real Presence of 
Christ on faith. We believe it because Jesus, 
the son of God, revealed it to us. At the 

Last Supper, when our Lord said the first 
Mass and gave us the Holy Eucharist, he 
took bread and said, “This is my body.” He 
did not say, “This represents my body,” but 
rather, “This is my body.” Our Lord also 
took the cup of wine and said, “This is my 
blood.” He did not say, “This is a symbol of 
my blood,” but rather. “This is my blood.” 
And for nearly 2,000 years the Catholic 
Church has faithfully taught that Jesus is 
truly present Body, Soul and Divinity, in the 
Eucharist.

To demonstrate further this wondrous truth, 
look at John 6:52 — Jesus said them, 
“Amen, amen, I say to you, unless you eat 
the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his 
blood, you do not have life within you.” 
That Jesus’ listeners took him literally is indi-
cated by the fact that many of his disciples 
found His words disturbing and “would not 
remain in his company any longer.” What 
is interesting is that Jesus did not call them 
back and say, “Wait a minute; you misun-
derstood me; that wasn’t what I meant.” He 
just let them go on their own way. Jesus then 
said to the Twelve, “Do you also want to 
leave?” Simon Peter answered him, “Master, 
to whom shall we go? You have the words 
of eternal life. We have come to believe 
and are convinced you are the Holy One of 
God” (John 6:67-69).

For additional reading, I recommend 
“Life for the World: A Way of Eucharistic 
Adoration for Today” by Marie Paul Curley, 
FSP.  
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Bishop Flores was the guest speaker for 
a Vocation Awareness talk at St. Joseph’s 
Parish in Donna. In the audience were 
third graders, junior high, high school 
and college bound students in addition 
to adults and parents. The Bishop shared 
with the audience how his vocation to 

the priesthood grew. He said that grow-
ing up he wanted to be a lawyer or doc-
tor.  He recalled the chores that he had 
and the responsibilities he and his broth-
er had to take care of their dog, ‘Snoopy’.  
He recalls how his grandmother used to 
take him to visit the Blessed Sacrament 
every time they went to town. He was 16 
years old when he was seriously thinking 
of becoming a priest.  He had a mentor 
that was a priest that helped him out and 

St. Joseph’s Vocation Awareness 
Day- April 24

By youth Director, Agueda oviedo

eventually he ended up in the seminary. 
All these experiences and more grow-
ing up helped him in his discernment. 
He has been a priest for 23 years and is 
totally happy.

Bishop Flores was very gracious and 
patient as he responded to each per-

son’s questions. 
Questions such 
as, “How old was 
your dog Snoopy?, 
“What did he die 
from?”, “What were 
your favorite car-
toons?”, Where did 
you go to college?”, 
“What sports did 
you play?”, What 
were your respon-
sibilities at home,?, 
“What made you 
become a priest?”, 

How do you know if God is calling you, 
if you feel in your heart that God is call-
ing you?”, “What do you do if you are 
afraid?”, “What do you do to become a 
Bishop?”

His message to any person that is dis-
cerning a religious vocation is prayer. 
“Learn to talk to God and to find the 
time for silence. “Silence is the best time 
to talk to Jesus and to listen to Him.” He 
told them to not be afraid, “you have to 

Vo C AT I o n S

Attendees at the Vocation Awareness Day.
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trust God, He will always take care of 
you.” He also spoke to the parents say-
ing that they can nourish their children’s 
vocation by praying together. Families 

need to go to Mass together. “Family 
life is what we can do for each other.” 
He encouraged all to be helpful to each 
other.  

When asked what his plans for the youth 
of the diocese were he mentioned three 
things. One is community, he said that 
the youth need a sense that they belong, 
that they are connected and are a part 

of a community where they can have 
a sense that they belong somewhere, 
that they belong to their parish com-
munity. “A parish needs to be a com-

munity committed to each other.” In 
Spanish it translates to “Saber como 
pertenecer”. The second thing he 
mentioned is ‘service’, he said that 
it was important to help our youth 
by inviting them to be generous.  By 
showing them that “the great joy of 
life is in what you give and not what 
you take.” “You will find your life if 
you learn how to give it up.” Thirdly, 
he mentioned prayer-Liturgy, “listen 
and allow the Lord to move within 
your heart.”

The Bishop summarized three points to 
the youth present: 1) Try to be helpful 
at home, 2) Make quiet time to listen 
to Jesus. “Ask in the silence of your 
heart.” 3) “Live up and be faithful to your 
responsibilities.” 
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Adventures of a Missionary Priest
By late +Rev. James lienert, M.S.F.

MI S S I o n  R E F l E C T I o n

The Chapel in Mulberry

Profile #23 Las Moras

+Fr. James Lienert, MSF was best known as Padre Jaime 
because of his 33 years of service in Mexico. He served 
as pastor for Our Lady of Refuge parish in Coahuila, 
Mexico which was roughly 5,500 square miles! (~50 
miles by 110 miles). The main church was in La 
Esmeralda, but the numerous communities in the par-
ish also needed pastoral care and many did not have a 
place of worship. During his years in Mexico from 1967 
to 2000, Padre Jaime led the construction of numerous 
chapels. Each chapel, like the community it was built 
for, has its special endearing attributes. Upon his return 
to the United States in 2000, Padre Jaime learned the 

technology of the computer. He was an avid email communicator and documented 
about the communities he served in Mexico. Samples of these vignettes will be fea-
tured in the Messenger Magazine. +Fr. lienert entered his eternal reward on January 
4, 2010.
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The name Las Moras translates as 
The Mulberries. I do not remember 
seeing a single mulberry tree here, 
but some time in the past when this 
place got its name, for sure there 
must have been some of these trees 
here. Mulberry trees are not com-
monly grown in this area, but there 
are some here and there, includ-
ing La Esmeralda and Alicante. They 
make a very good fast growing shade 

tree, but not many people care about 
eating the fruit because frequently 
there are already some other embed-
ded things eating it. 

At close to seven and a half miles 
south of San José a road branches off 
to the northeast, and passing through 
La Canforada, goes on to Las Moras. 
The total distance between the road 
to San José and Las Moras is seven 
miles. 

The hills and mountains in the imme-
diate area are all limestone. Some of 
these are folded into unusual syn-
clines and anticlines. About a mile 
from the hill in the picture where the 
land is rather flat there is an arroyo 

where the sharp edge of a slab of 
limestone eight feet thick and a 
hundred long is exposed. The mate-
rial both above and below this slab 
is alluvial. How did it arrive here? 
In this arroyo and others there are 
quantities of silica sand and gravel. 

They say that near the top of the hill 
behind the chapel there is a hole in 
the rocks which at times, depend-

ing on changes in the baromet-
ric pressure, out-vents air with 
noticeable force.

Most of the houses here are down 
slope from the wells. (There are 
about four of these hand dug 
wells.) At one of the wells there 

is a windmill that pumps water into 
a large holding tank, and from there 
water is piped by gravity flow to the 
houses.  There were about twenty 
families living here. Now there is 
less than half that number. All but 
one of the families is from the neigh-
boring communities, including La 
Esmeralda. It seems though that few 
of the original members of the ejido, 
that is the miners at La Canforada, 
live here now. So I knew most of 
them already from other communi-
ties.  The only one that I know of as 
from La Canforada is a son of Fermín 
Contreras. (6 La Canforada) I do not 
remember this man’s name, but he 
was one of those who were gassed 
in the mine. He was not severely 

An interactive Google Map is available on our 
website. It locates the missions where 
Padre Jaime served. See our website at 

www.msf-america.org under “About Us” and 
”Mexico Mission History” and “Vignettes”.
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affected; only to the extent that he 
cannot lift anything heavy. He can 
walk well enough with the aid of a 
walking stick. He has a small herd of 
goats that he tends and pastures with 
the help of a goat dog. 

Because this was sort of an out-of 
the-way place and at first there were 
very few people, I did not have a 
regular schedule for visiting. Another 
thing was, and still is, that although 
there are several different roads into 
Las Moras, all of them have their 
treacherous spots after a rain. I got 
myself stuck several times on these 
roads. 

When I first started going to Las 
Moras, Mass was celebrated in sev-
eral different homes. There were 
times when I came that the people 
where Mass had been celebrated 
before simply were not at home for 
some reason. Some of the different 
homes used were those of Cortés, 
Segovia, and another whose name, 
unfortunately, I cannot remember. 

It was when finally the commu-
nity was large enough to build a one 
room school that we used that room 
because it was the largest one in the 
village, and not crowded with home 
furniture.

The room for the living quarters 
of the teacher was attached to the 
school. The roof for both the school 
and the teacher’s room was a mud 
roof, and it leaked badly. I bought a 
sheet of heavy plastic large enough 
to cover the entire roof, and also 
brought from Química the lime for 
putting an inch of plaster on top of 
the plastic to protect it.

In México the books for the students 
of grade school are provided free by 
the national government. Because 
the government at that time was offi-
cially anti-clerical, and anti-Ameri-
can, the books took a swipe at the 
Church and the USA. The priests in 
the drawings in the books were real 
mean looking. Uncle Sam was rated 
along with them. The paper used for 
the books was only one grade above 
newspaper print. 

Generally speaking, the teachers in 
the small ejidos have to put up with 
some very poor accommodations. 
The teacher at Las Moras was an 
educador. (19 La Gloria)

It was a lapse of several years 
between the planning for the chapel 
and its completion. First of all, the 
cement blocks for the chapel came 
from the factory in Hércules. I paid 
for them there, and also for the truck-
ing of the blocks to Las Moras. The 
next time when I went to Las Moras I 
was dismayed. Ninety percent of the 
blocks were of poor quality. Some 
were so bad that literally one could 
crumble a piece of a block by crush-
ing it with one hand. These were 
reject blocks that either did not have 
enough cement, or were not sprayed 
with water when they were curing. 
They responded with a dull thud to 
a sharp rap. I went to the block fac-
tory and complained, but the owners 
lived in Camargo, and the ones in 
charge of the factory said they could 
do nothing about it. 

I sorted out the best blocks, and told 
the people that they could have the 
rest of them. Some of the rejects 
were good enough to use, but they 
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were never going to last as long as I 
wanted the chapel to last. 

I was undecided about what to 
do and told my problem to Mario 
Agüirre in Hércules. (18 Hércules) 
Mario took recourse to a law for 
when there is a dispute. He went to 
the county offices in Sierra Mojada 
and put an embargo on all the 
equipment of the factory, including 
their trucks. They were not permit-
ted to move a single thing until the 
dispute was settled. Mario did give 
them permission to use the trucks 
to haul new blocks to Las Moras. So 
my problem was solved very quickly. 
This course of action though on the 
part of Mario did not set well with 
the people of higher positions in the 
offices of the mine. They were the 
ones who had sponsored the cement 
block plant in the first place. By law 
they could not fire Mario without 
paying severance, but their treat-
ment of Mario convinced Mario that 
Mario had no future in Hércules. 

You may have noticed that the cross-
es on many of the chapels are almost 
identical. I knew from a long time 
before that these chapels were going 
to be built, and so had these crosses 
made. All of them are made using 
old drilling rods used in air hammers 
at the mines in La Esmeralda. The 
bottom of the cross is welded to a 
1/8” piece of steel plate four inches 
square. Below the plate is welded a 
length of 1½” rod as long as is the 
thickness of the arch. Onto the rod 
is welded a piece of 1½” bolt long 
enough for two nuts, one being used 
as a lock nut. To the bottom nut was 
welded a stout closed hook onto 
which the bell was hung. Thus the 

assembly below the cross served 
to both hold the cross in place and 
hang the bell. 

It was a couple of years later that the 
wall around the chapel was built. At 
first I thought that we could build it 
with field stone. There is an excess 
of them just a short distance away at 
the foot of the hill. One of the mem-
bers of the ejido, Mata by name, 
had an old flatbed truck. He said he 
would organize the men to bring the 
rocks needed down to the chapel, 
and then agreed, for a price, to go 
to Química to bring back several 
loads of lime. The actual building of 
the wall was to be done by Ramón 
Maldonado, a brother of Ricardo 
whom we met in La Gloria. Ramón 
was even better than Ricardo with 
a trowel. Ramón had built himself 
quite a nice house in Las Moras. The 
agreement though with Mata was 
that he would not go for lime until 
the stone was in place. There was 
no indoor place to store the lime. 
It was only a couple of weeks later 
when Mata come into La Esmeralda 
with a small load of lime, and for his 
pay. I asked him if the rocks were 
already in place. He replied that the 
men had already agreed to get them. 
I remarked to him that the load of 
lime was quite small. He said that it 
was windy in Química and he was 
getting all choked up inhaling the 
lime. That could be very true. 

Because there were fewer people in 
Las Moras I always went there for 
Mass during the day. Only one or 
the other of the men left off work 
to attend Mass. One of them who 
did come was Pedro, and at times 
Mata. At the next visit there were 
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only women in attendance.  I knew 
by this time not to count on a field 
stone wall, so I told the women that 
they (their husbands) were perfectly 
welcome to take the lime. They too 
could use it for plastering or white-
washing. The houses were always 
whitewashed; paint was too expen-
sive. I do not know why, but right 
away the women started making 
excuses for not wanting to take it. 
Evidently some problem had aris-
en about it. Like mentioned above, 
there was a lot of infighting in Las 
Moras. Some three months later the 
lime was gone, but only after some 
of it was lost to a light rain. 

Eventually I got the cement blocks 
from Hércules, and Ramón built the 
wall. The chapel is built on a slope, 
and the rains, with the water coming 
from farther up, were already stat-
ing to erode the ground around the 
chapel. 

When the Sisters were in La 
Esmeralda they made their weekly 
visits to Las Moras, too. They would 
drop one of the Sisters off here; the 
other two would go on to San José 
and Alicante, and then on the way 
back would pick up the one in Las 
Moras.

Of all the people in Las Moras, Pedro 
Cortés was the one who cooper-
ated most in the construction of 
the chapel. He told the people that 
they should choose the patron of 
the chapel. I do not know how 
they came to the agreement, but it 
was decided to dedicate the cha-
pel to Santo Niño de Atocha. This 
is a much venerated small statue 
in Plateros, Durango. Pedro went 
there to buy at his own cost a statue 

about twenty inches tall. The picture 
above is quite like the statue. Santo 
Niño de Atocha means Holy Child 
of Atocha. Devotion to Santo Niño 
de Atocha is very ancient. Tradition 
has it that Mary lived with St. John 
in Antioch. It is thought that after her 
death St. Luke promoted a devotion 
that first asked Holy Mary to present 
one’s petition to her Son. Atocha is 
the corruption of the Spanish word 
Antiochía. The Child is represented 
as a pilgrim. For that reason he 
wears a broad rimmed hat. In his left 
hand he holds a walking staff at the 
top of which hangs a water gourd. 
His right hand holds a basket for car-
rying bread as he goes about look-
ing for needy people to help. His 
pilgrimage is to the poor and needy. 
He is also venerated as patron of 
prisoners. Even though he is a pil-
grim, he is for some reason always 
represented as seated!  
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The Missionaries of the Holy Family Perpetual Mass Association provides spiritual support for the living and 
many of life’s journeys, and is also a support for the souls of the deceased. Since June 2009 the following per-
sons have benefited from enrollment in the Perpetual Mass Association.

Perpetual Mass AssociationPerpetual Mass Association

Explore the Mexico 
Missions…

From the comfort of 
your computer.

+Fr. Lienert worked diligently to share 
the joy of his years in the Mexico 
Missions. He wrote 28 vignettes which 
captured the spirit and challenges 
of the places and peoples where he 
ministered. In 2008 he undertook a final 
effort to map the locations of these mission buildings and communities. 
A pinpoint marks the locations to each of the missions. You can access this 
map from our website www.MSF-America.org under “About Us” then under 
Mexico Mission History” then finally under “Vignettes” 

By clicking on ‘View MSF Mexico Missions in a larger map’ - is an interac-
tive way to tour these  missions. In some locations you can actually see the 
roof of the chapel if you use the satellite view and zoom in!

+Salud Abellana
+Raymond Acker

+Paul Ahlemeier Family
+Rose A. Ahrens

+Esteban C. Alaniz
+Lorraine Lauve Alberado

Joan Albers
Maurice “Mo” Albers

+Nicolas Alcantar
+Peter Alcaro
Jennifer Alford

Sean Michael Allie
Herminia Alva

+Dionicio & +Manuela Alvarez
Jacinto Alvarez

+Wanda Amshoff
+Daniel Andrade

B Andrews & Family
+Carlos Anzalduras
Ben’s Aquaintances

Sr. M Aquin
+Manuela F. Araiza

Jennifer Araiza
+Edward J. Armstrong
Deacon Harvey Balcer

+Ana Ballesteros
Karicia Banda

Peter Hugh Barlow
Gretchen & Daniel Barnes Family

Hector Baron
+Dr. Eduardo Barrera

The Barringer Family & Friends
+Dorothy A. Beardon

+John Becker
The Beckwith Family

+Helen Behm

+Raul Beltran & Family
Pope Benedict XVI

Raymundo C. Bermudez
Fr. Scholes Bernard

Theresa Berra
Fred & Liz Berretta & Family

+Donald Bertron
William & Sophie Bielawski

Birth of Child
Lucylle M. Bisese

+Edith Blake
+Patrick Bernard Blake

+Amelia A. Blanco
Blattel Family

Ray & Anna Marie Blumenkemper 
Family

Judy Bonelli
+Tom Borich, Sr.

+Tony Boros
+Agnes Boser

Rev. Camillo Botello, M.S.F.
Ayachi Boudjemaa
Fatima Boudjemaa

Regina Boyd
+Melvin Bozdeck
+Rita Brannigan

Sr. Mary Catherine Brehony
Venkataraman Bringi

+Steve Brooks
+Malcolm Xavier Broussard

+Anna Lee Brown
+Jeanee Brown

+Elsie Brummerstedt
+Lisa Bruno

Luis Alberto Bueno
+Ruth M. Buerman

+Jim Buhle
+Fr. John Caffe

+Rev. Jorge Armora Camacho
+Consuelo Campa
+Nicolas Campos
Veranica Campos

+Fred E. Cantu
Fred E. Cantu, Sr.

+Maximiliano (Max) Cardenas
+Blain Carpenter

Daisy Carrillo
+Ramon Carrillo, Sr.
Ramon Carrillo, Jr.

+Rosa Maria Casares (Toti)
+Fay Cassato

+Clara Castillo
+Juan Castillo
Mike Castillo

+Obdulia Castro
Emily Cataldo

+Mamie Marie Cenzi
+Francisco Cerda

+Victoria & Benjamin Cervantes
Wes & Karen Cetnarowski

+Herminia Cevillo
+Richardo Chamacho
Clarence Champagne

Martin Enrique Chapa II
Thania Chapa
+Frank Chase

+Maria Puente Chavarria
Bertha Lucia Wendlandt Chavez
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Agatha Chon Hae-Chan

+Carol Christopher
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+Mae Rose Coburn
+Viola Cockshott
Kathy Colbeck

+Dorothy Collier
Jennifer Conklin

+Richard Dwayne Cook
Paul Joseph Cook, Jr.
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William Corbett

Toni Cornforth & Family
Veronica Coronado

+Felipe Cortez
+Jim Costello

+Kathy Coughlin
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+Joe Cruz
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The Dale Family
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Rafael Buendia Diaz de Lean
+Barbara Deering

+Fr. Herman Defler, M.S.F.
Noah Detloff
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Jack Dieterle
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+Glennon Dill
+Gary G. Diller

+Charles Disbrow III

Frank R. Dohr
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+Elizabeth G. (Beth) Dolney, SFO
Patricia Donnelly
Frances Donodue
+Shirley Dooley

+Michael C. Doucette
+John Drury

+John DuPont
Rose Dustmann
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+Donald R. Eberhardt
+Richard Eckert
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+Robert Emrie
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Jean & Roger Feedham
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+Alida Figueroa
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+Flip Family
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Continues on next page
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Perpetual Mass AssociationPerpetual Mass Association
+Francisca G. Flores
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Deacon Paul LaCombe

Landry Family
Mark & Penny Landry Family
Gervais & Virginia Larochelle

Edwin Laufters
Estaban Laufters
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+Tommie Morales
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Perkins Family
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+Tomas Pulido

Arturo & Minerva Quintanilla
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The Thomas Family
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Antoinette “Toni” Ulses
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Sr. Vianney Uyeno, IWBS
+Arnulfo Valdez

Anna Valdez
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Cathy Valenza
+Van Bogart Family

+Helen Love VanDeMark
Angelo & Barb Vangel
+Bertha Varajas, SFO

+Paul Varner
+Maria Vega
+Theresa Vela

+Maria Elena Velasquez
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Deacon George Vick
+Christina Vigil
+Cristina Vigil
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Eric & Lynn Waldner & Family
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+Scott Wernal
+June A. Werner

+Bernard Otto Wessel
+Thecla Wideman
+Theresa T. Wiggin
+Donald J. Wiherski
Leon & Betsy Wiley
+Marilyn Wilkinson
Celina & Jeff Wille
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Eilish Wilson

Father Larry Wilson
Mike & Tina Witt & family

+Jeremy Wolgast
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+Robert Wright
+Jose (Pepe) Yanez

+Jose M. (Pepe) Yanez
+San Juana Yarritu
Steven Yatchenya
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+Edith Zerbe Family
+Mary Zimmerman

Mark & Christina Zlatic
+Zwickel Family
James Zwickel

… continued from previous page
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Provide your Family and Friends with daily spiritual support.
Enrollment in the Perpetual Mass Association is a beautiful gift at special times in life and at the time of death.

Your gift to the Missionaries of the Holy Family is tax deductible.

 Wedding
 Birth of Child
 Anniversary

 Birthday
 Ordination
 Employment

 Graduation
 Get Well
 Patron Saint’s Day

 Serious Illness
 Sympathy
 Repose of a Soul

Perpetual Mass Enrollments are available immediately at our website www.MSF-America.org - click on       
"Prayer and the Holy Family" - look for Perpetual Mass. You can also call our office at (314) 577-6300. 

Perpetual Mass Association Enrollment 

Please complete and return this form for enrollment

On the occasion of _____________________________________

Please make checks payable to: Missionaries of the Holy Family
Mail this enrollment to: 3014 Oregon Ave., Saint Louis, Missouri  63118

Enrolled By:

Date: ___________

Gift:

� Deceased     � Living 
(Please print - Person or Family Name)

Please Enroll: _________________________________________________

Name _____________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________

City ___________________________ ST ________ Zip _____

Phone ( _______ ) ____________________________________

Email _______________________________________________

Name _____________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________

City ___________________________ ST ________ Zip _____

� $10

� $25

� $50

� $100

� Other______________

Suggested for
family enrollment

Perpetual Mass Card Destination:

� Send the completed card to my address as shown above

� I already sent the card - please send me a replacement card for future use

� Send the card to the name and address shown below
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